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New Missions of the National Research Council of Thailand

under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI)

National Research Council of Thailand

The Government is taking steps to reform the research system in Thailand. In relation to this, the
establishment of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) debuted on 2
May 20109.

This establishment has led to significant advancement in alignment of 4 major agencies, namely, the
Ministry of Science and Technology, Office of Higher Education Commission, the National Research
Council of Thailand and Thailand Research Fund. The new ministry combines the functions in research,
science and education under the same umbrella serving as a tool to support Thailand 4.0 strategy in terms of
research and innovation direction setting; efficiency of research and development budget allocation;
promoting the development and use of research and innovations in socioeconomic aspects and producing
human resource in research and innovation in response to industrial needs.

The organizational structure of the MHESI is comprised of the Office of the Permanent Secretary;
the Office of National Policy commission on Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation; the
National Research Council of Thailand; Thailand Science, Research and Innovation; Universities and
Institutions of Higher Education; the Department of Science Service; the Office of Atoms for Peace and the
Research Institutes in MHESI. Five functional dimensions of bodies involved in the research system are as
follows:
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Since the Thai Government has put research and innovation at the heart of the country development,
an ambition is set for Thailand to become “the Developed Country” and to increase its total R&D expenditure
to 2% of GDP. Reaching the target will require concerted effort by both government and business. Thus,
MHESI will work with the Government to develop a plan to meet this target, maximize the impact of public
investment in research and innovation, and support business and other partners to invest more. In this
consequence, there are three main agencies to formulate policy, strategy and plan for higher education, science,

research and innovation of the Ministry. They are as the following.
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1. Office of National Policy Commission on Higher Education, Research and Innovation, who acts
as Secretariat to the National Policy Commission on Higher Education, Science, Research and
Innovation. The Commission is responsible for the integration of policy on higher education,
science, research and innovation.

2. Office of the Permanent Secretary who acts as Secretariat to the Commission of Higher Education
and Commission of Higher Education Standards. The Commission is responsible for formulation
of policy and enhancement of higher education plan.

3. Thailand Science, Research and Innovation (TSRI) who acts as Secretariat to Science, Research
and Innovation Promotion Commission. The Commission is responsible for formulation of
policy, research and innovation roadmap (science, social science, humanities, other sciences and

interdisciplinary studies) and budget allocation for research and innovation.

As for research and innovation funding, in order to achieve country’s goals and enhance effective and
efficiency budget management, MHESI will allocate research and innovation budget to assigned funding
agencies. The National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) will be the main national funding agency for
research and innovation in all fields of natural and social sciences, and humanities leaving only research
funding on agriculture and health system to Agricultural Research Development Agency (ARDA) and Health
Systems Research Institute (HSRI) respectively.

NRCT, in its new role, also covers other key missions: initiating and managing national key research
and innovation programs; managing national databases and indicators on science, research and innovation;
formulating and managing national research standards and ethical conducts on research; disseminating and
transferring research knowledge to relevant stakeholders for commercial, social, and economical benefits;
supporting development of human resource on research and innovation; and providing awards and recognition

of research and innovation.

NRCT aims to be an outstanding funding organization to ensure that the nation maintains its leading
position in research and innovation by creating funding system that maximizes the contribution of each of the
component parts and creates the best environment for research and innovation to flourish. Therefore, NRCT
has proposed new implementation guidelines, “NRCT 5G”, to encounter the global challenge and meet its
ambition to increase the effectiveness of national research and innovation funding system. Firstly, NRCT is
to provide “multi-year funding” for science, research and innovation based on achievement. Secondly,
NRCT’s funding purpose and priorities is to set on “outcome and impact driven” based on national strategic

issues. Thirdly, NRCT is to provide “Synergy and partnership” with group of funding agencies, universities
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and research institutes. The funds are intended to significantly develop all scientific research from basic to
applied research, in all fields, ranging from humanities and social sciences to the natural science and
interdisciplinary. Last but not least, NRCT is to create and sustain the process of healthy and dynamic research
and knowledge exchange system by providing “streamlined process”: 100% online funding management;
funding a range of research including program funding and matching fund; online-monitoring and evaluation

by research users; targeted delivery teams and outcome delivery units.
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THRMRITES T D —F, FAELBLIROFH)
TG CHIN I 2 Ff o> - @& F~OFENE E 0 kel
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A V7 =~ VBB L CHREIICRSZ En
HR D72 E 2B L T\ D

A BEHENR (The O0ffice of Higher
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FHIE LRI CTH D “National Research
Thailand” & 725 Z & 73 Centara Grand and
Bangkok Convention Center1 TAFR I7-,

XK1 ¥ A EF st i
Thailand Research EXPO 2019
H~10 ) D=,

(NRCT) AFfELT-
(201944 A 7

(201945 H 1 H Bangkok Post f%)
WA — L CHMEL

B IR F 7o I3EE I T 10 Ot G L 3
DOIEARN I FAGPERICHET A2 0 TSIt %
HR U220 % g o — AT 4 % 30%~50%HH!
BT D720, S5 EA—YEMUHTITETH D,
M¥BEORR (Fiscal Policy Office : FPO) &
Lavaron Sangsnit FHEMEIL 201945 H 7 H,
KI5 TNDFENZOREEZZ T 512455 Lk~
7.

Lavaron 1T & 512, Z 0L 1T FE -, @H O+
RME/M 1% DL Z A, ZH LD THREEAI
2 0. 5% LR S 7evy & bz,

A ASEARIRELS S 2 2 Bt o 2

NARN B ANA A A M
lﬂvil Ll A

O;ﬂ;!"

v v Vv v

KR LDH 10 DT AT —TEEIZTA~— N —,

Aw—hxTlL 7 bu=J R [EE-fEEY—IUX

A ¥ ATy uU— B, E¥Ha R
v RN NA T I - S NA A BREL < N A
SN, TUHXNL, BIOEES—EATHD, F
7o BB, AN, WTRD 3 DD IEARN IR EELTH
25

Lavaron I 2 608 X 130E+T 2B E A2 X 2 5
2O DORRAPR OB TH D Lk ~7-,

(2019 4= 5 H 8 H Bangkok Post %)

MEEC D7z DT I NI STEM 1 7T A

vzTmay e XA (K1) EFXFTUMET T (K
2) 1k, FCEGEEEEIEG (EEC) OV &7 7
WIT STEM (BH¥, BeflF, T, HU%) OB &34
DEDOFHLNT 07T ME T 50l A
s

INODOREESHDO T 7T MIELRBEE
CRESND TETH D,

vz my s XA DArtit Krichphiphat =% 7
N R =T —E, TENTERFETIR T v 7 Z A
(2 B AR T2 D RRKR 100 B N—Y 2L LT & 7
b, TRAIIZ OB FFELE L THATD
AR ESEDL W) BB H D, |

EEC O FENRFNIT, BN PEETH 2 &
DH T, STEM BB 22z 5 2 L n3Hisk
DRENDOBHDHET LML L 725,
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